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2 November 2007 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Thursday 8 November Parent Teacher Conferences for K-5 ONLY (no school for K-5 students) 
Friday 9 November Parent Teacher Conferences for ALL students (no school for ALL students) 
Monday 12 November Veterans‛ Day – no school 
Wednesday      14 November SAC meeting at 3:00 p.m. 

AAFES LUNCH MENU FOR NOVEMBER 5-9 Visit the school website http://www.laje-ehs.eu.dodea.edu/. 

BUS PROCEDURE  Lajes American School Pick-up and Drop-off Procedures for Students: 
• From 0700-0800 and 1400-1500, the lane in front of the school along the curb is designated for pick-up and 

drop- off of students only. 
• No cars are to be left unattended. 
• From 0700-0800 and 1400-1500, there is to be no parking inside the gate except for school personnel. 
• Please pull your car all the way up to the front of the line when dropping off students in front of the school. 

Please do not pass other cars that are loading or unloading students. 
• Younger students are not to cross the main road or walk in front of cars unless they are holding the hand of 

an adult. 

SPORTS NEWS – Volleyball and Cross Country teams competed in European competition.  Cross Country brought 
home a Third Place and Volleyball received Fourth Place.  We are proud of our student athletes. GO FALCONS! 

LAJES SIP (SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN) - Problem-Solving-The next School-Home Community Interventions 
problem for a solution is:  I am a three digit number. My second digit is four times more than the third digit, and 
the first number is seven times less than the second number. What number am I? Please send a response to Mrs. 
B. at  DSN Phone 535-6108 by November 16. 

Congratulations to A. O., A. C. and D. G. for responding correctly to the School Home 
Community Committee's Problem of the month. The words albino, avocado, bronco, cafeteria, canoe, canyon, 
chocolate, coyote, hurricane, mosquito, potato, ranch, tobacco, tomato and tornado are of Spanish origin. Good 
going!
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Parent Newsletter Article for November 2007 

American Education Week (AEW), November 1117, 2007 

The National Education Association’s (NEA's) 86th annual AEW spotlights the importance of providing every child in 
America with a quality public education, and the need for everyone to do his or her part in making public schools great.  This 
year’s theme, “Great Public Schools: A Basic Right and Our Responsibility,” highlights the importance of bringing together 
educators, school staff, parents, students, and communities in a unified effort to build great public schools.  Millions of 
educators, parents, students, and community leaders will join the NEA and other national organizations in raising awareness 
about the critical need to provide every child with a quality public education. 

National Education Support Professionals (ESP) Day is observed on Wednesday during American Education 
Week.  ESP Day was first celebrated in 1987 after NEA’s Representative Assembly called for the creation of a 
way to honor contributions of school support staff. National ESP Day is a time to strengthen support and respect 
for these colleagues.  Today’s support professionals provide invaluable services that enable students to learn in 
positive, supportive environments. ESPs are equal and essential partners in the education process. 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Numerous studies have concluded that a crucial key to helping children succeed in school is parent involvement.  This is 
one educational idea that takes no money, no equipment, and no special training.  One of the most important ways that 
parents can get directly involved is to attend and fully participate in parent conferences.  There are some key elements in 
successful conferencing  communicating effectively, being a good listener, and hearing both teacher and parental 
concerns. The National School Public Relations Association offers the following tips for parents. 

Before the conference 
• Decide on specific questions  to ask  the  teacher.   For example,  is our child doing as well as expected  in reading? 

Why are certain procedures followed in the classroom? 
• Prepare  to answer questions  that might be asked by the teacher about your child’s hobbies and interests.  Special 

health problems?  Provisions for study at home? 
• Express interest in the conference with your child.  Note an especially good experience or problem area your child 

has had in school to relate to the teacher.  Ask your child if he or she has questions or complaints. 

After the conference 
• Note the important points of the conference. 
• Share the results of the conference with your child. 
• Together with your child, design a definite action plan that will promote improved academic growth. 
• Feel free to arrange additional conferences. 

Parentteacher conferences allow discussions about helping students do their best in school. Make this a priority that you 
and your child can share.  Your kids will thank you! 

DIANA J. OHMAN 
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