Lajes, Azores 22 February 2008

FALCON PRIDE

Lajes American School Mission Statement
To develop responsible students who possess the skills, attitudes, knowledge,
and values to succeed in a changing world

Principal: Ms. Ginny Briggs Mediterranean District Superintendent: Dr. Archie Bates
Assistant Principal: Ms. Mary Waller DSN Phone: 634-8460
Phone: 29557 6216/ 4151 E-mail: Archie.Bates@eu.dodea.edu

DSN 535-4151
E-mail: Ginny.Briggs@eu.dodea.edu
Mary . Waller@eu.dodea.edu

AAFES LUNCH MENU FOR Feb 25-Feb 29 and BLUE/GOLD Day Schedule (B=Blue Day, 6=6old Day)

B  Monday Chicken Drumstick, Sweet Potato Oven Fries, Mixed Vegetables, Applesauce, EIf

Grahams

6 - Tuesday Pepperoni Pizza, Carrot & Celery w/ dip, Chilled Pineapple, Fruit Crisp

B - Wednesday Cheeseburger Macaroni, Green Beans, Apple Wedges, Breadstick, Ice Cream Cup

G - Thursday BBQ Riblets, Potato Wedges, Broccoli w/ Cheese Sauce, Fruited Gelatin, Dinner Roll

B - Friday Fish Sticks w/ Tarter Sauce, Macaroni & Cheese, Seasoned Corn, Fresh Fruited Soft
Pretzel Stick

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monday 25 February Booster Club Meeting at 1730
Thursday 28 February Parent Forum 0930-1000
Friday 29 February Regular day of school
Friday 7 March Regular day of school for Sure Start and K-5 students
Parent Teacher Conferences for 6-12 students only. No school for grades 6-12.
Mon-Fri 10-13 March  Terra Nova Testing for grades 3-11
Wednesday 12 March School Advisory Committee Meeting at 3:00 pm in Admin Offices
Friday 14 March Teacher Training Day - no school for students

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES FOR GRADES 6-12 ONLY ON FRIDAY, MARCH 7 We invite you to
join us for parent teacher conferences on February 29. Numerous studies have concluded that a crucial
key to helping children succeed in school is parent involvement. One of the most important ways that parents
can get directly involved is to attend and fully participate in parent conferences. Students in grades 6-12 will
NOT have school on Friday, February 29 so that parents can come to the elementary gymnasium (no
appointment needed) and meet with teachers. Parents are invited to come to the gym any time between 0800
- 1130 and 1230 - 1400 where teachers will be available on a first-come, first-served basis. Individual
conferences, held in teacher classrooms, may also be scheduled between the hours of 1400 - 1500.

Students in grades K-5 (and Sure Start) will have a reqular day of school.

TERRA NOVA - The Terra Nova will be administered to all students in grades 3-11 during the week of March
10.



LAJES AMERICAN SCHOOL ELEMENTARY CHORUS - Spring Concert rehearsals will begin Tuesday,
February 26 for Sopranos and Thursday, February 28 for Altos. If your child is interested in joining our
chorus, please contact Mrs. T. at 535-6107.

STEPS TO A SUCCESSFUL FAMILY - How to create a culture that nurtures and encourages each other. A
successful family is committed and supportive of each other. This workshop will help you create a mission
statement defining your family goals, and a flight plan to reach them. Workshop facilitated by Kathleen Cave,
Military & Family Life Consultant. Kathleen has 25 years' experience helping families to be their best. Call
535-4138 to sign up. Space is limited.

When: Wednesday, March 5  1800-2100

Where: Airman & Family Readiness Center

COACHES CORNER - We are very pleased to announce that our Girls' Basketball Team took home the 3™
place trophy for all of the Division IV high schools in Europe. Our Boys' Basketball Team played hard but did
not qualify for the championship play. Our Cheerleading Squad cheered both the boys' and girls' teams on and
will be performing in the cheerleaders’ competition on Saturday. GO FALCONS!!

ABSENCE REPORTING POLICY - Parents are required to notify the school unplanned absences (illness,
appointments, etc.) or late arrivals by 0900. The phone number to report absences is 535-3357 or 535-4151.
This policy requires parents/sponsors to ensure current contact information is on file at the school. This
allows the school staff to contact parents/sponsors in the event that the child is not scheduled to be absent
and fails to show up to school.

LAJES SIP (SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN) - Friday afternoon your children participated in the Drop-
Everything-and-Read event to celebrate the school’s reaching 250,000 total reading minutes. Support SIP by
doing the same thing at home this weekend. Take thirty minutes out of your family's busy schedule to sit
down and read together. Turn off the TV, take a break from the chores, and relax with a good book!

Lajes E/H School has just celebrated its first quarter million of minutes of school wide reading. On Friday,
February 22, the whole school participated in a Drop Everything and Read activity. The next target is to
reach one half million minutes. Everyone is encouraged to keep turning in reading tallies. We ask all parents to
keep supporting and cooperating with the school in this effort to make reading one of every students' vital
routines. Please remember to enter all minutes read daily, sign and send in the tallies on a weekly basis. This
simple routine may be the difference between future good, committed, strong, dynamic readers (thinkers) or
apathetic, unconcerned and uncommitted readers.

The school is also aiming at starting a school wide activity that will enhance all students' vocabulary
development. On Friday, middle school students became engaged on a program of vocabulary development at
freerice.com Points accumulated during this activity went to sponsor the donation of rice to needy people
around the world. We are considering adopting this as another intervention to support our school goals on
reading/vocabulary development. More information on this program will be forthcoming.

The School-Home -Community Partnerships Committee would like to extend everyone sincere congratulations
for the recent NCA commendations on the school's quality performance. No school is an island, and everyone's
efforts and support went to make this NCA report a community wide success. Let's continue working as a
team to support the quality education our school can offer the students that we serve.

PROBLEM SOLVING SOLUTION: The answer to the last School Home Community Partnerships problem is:
How far away are we from the USA?
Terceira, which is at 38°45'N, 27°5'W is at

3,693 km | 2,295

Boston USA .
- miles
New USA 3,966 km | 2,4:64
York miles

Washingto USA 4,272 km | 2,655



n miles

February Problem Solving

1. How many different types of teeth are there in the mouth of an adult human (permanent teeth)?
2. How many teeth does an adult person have?

Send your response to Mrs. B at DSN Phone 535-6108.

PTO NEWS - All PTO events are open to all Lajes Students/Staff/Parents not just PTO members.
Collect and turn in box tops to your child's teacher for their chance to win a class party. We encourage all
parents to visit www.boxtops4education.com for a complete list of products.

Falcon Recipe Book--Submit your recipes at www.fundcraft.com and enter web
ID# 2558-08WC

SCHOLASTIC ANY TIME! While Scholastic book flyers go home with students every few weeks, our
Scholastic web page is available any time to browse or shop for books. The books available on-line will match
the current flyers. To shop Scholastic, go fo www.Scholastic.com/parentordering. Our USER NAME is
LajesAmericanSchool. Our PASSWORD is Falcons. To assist with delivery, please enter you child's first name
and your TEACHER'S LAST NAME where it requests student name. The website also offers a link to e-mail
Becky Heerema with your questions or comments.




