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Lajes, Azores 7 March 2008 

Lajes American School Mission Statement 
To develop responsible students who possess the skills, attitudes, knowledge, 

and values to succeed in a changing world 

Principal: Ms. Ginny Briggs Mediterranean District Superintendent: Dr. Archie Bates 
Assistant Principal:  Ms. Mary Waller DSN Phone:  634-8460 
Phone: 295 57 6216/ 4151 E-mail: Archie.Bates@eu.dodea.edu 
DSN 535-4151 
E-mail: Ginny.Briggs@eu.dodea.edu 

Mary.Waller@eu.dodea.edu 

AAFES LUNCH MENU FOR Mar 10-Mar 13 and BLUE/GOLD Day Schedule (B=Blue Day, G=Gold Day) 
G - Monday Hamburger, Sweet Potato Fries, Goldfish Pretzels, Chilled Peaches 
B - Tuesday Shredded Turkey over Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli, Orange Wedges, Dinner Roll, Baked 

Cinnamon Apples 
G – Wednesday Spaghetti w/ Meat Sauce, Green Beans, Pears, Garlic Toast, Chocolate Pudding 
B - Thursday Chicken Fries, Macaroni & Cheese, Cucumber & Carrots w/dip, Applesauce, Animal 

Crackers 
Friday No School for Students 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Mon-Thur 10-13 March Terra Nova Testing for grades 3-11 
Wednesday 12 March Kindergarten Host Nation Field Trip-0830-1400 

Memoria (Obelisk)/ Jardim (Public Garden),Brasil(Mount Brazil)- Relvao 
Wednesday 12 March School Advisory Committee Meeting at 1500 in Admin Offices 
Friday 14 March Teacher Training Day – no school for students 
Monday 17 March St. Patrick's Day Bingo at 1800 in the cafeteria 
Tuesday 18 March PTO meeting at 1445 in the cafeteria 
Wednesday 26 March First Grade Host Nation Field Trip-0830-1400 

Memoria (Obelisk)/ Jardim (Public Garden),Brasil(Mount Brazil)- Relvao 
Thursday 3 April End of 3 rd Quarter 
Friday 4 April Teacher Workday – no school for students 
Mon-Fri 7-11 April Spring Break – no school 

LAJES MIDDLE SCHOOL SCORES -The Lajes Middle School MATHCOUNTS team recently placed 2 nd in the 
Mediterranean District while competing in early February against seven teams to include Aviano Middle 
School, which took 1 st place.  The Lajes Middle School team consisted of I. G., J. M., K. M., 
 and C. O.  I. G. also placed 2nd in the overall individual competition.  The team will 
travel to Wiesbaden, Germany in March to compete against the other top ranking European teams in the 
MATHCOUNTS State Competition. Way to go Falcons! 

SPACE CAMP SCHOLARSHIP - Students enrolled in grades 6-9 are encouraged to apply for a Space Camp 
scholarship to attend Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama. Students must submit an essay and two letters of 
recommendation. The scholarship covers the full tuition to include: round trip transportation, meals, lodging, 
and program materials.  Space Camp is a place where kids come together for a journey they will never forget. 
The Space Camp is an EIGHT-DAY PROGRAM that shows first hand what it takes to be an astronaut.



Activities include simulated Space Shuttle missions, training simulators, rocket building, launches, scientific 
experiments, and lectures of the past, present, and future of space exploration. The deadline to apply is 
March 10, 2008. For more information visit the link: http://www.militarychild.org/SpaceCamp.asp 

LAJES SIP (SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN) – VOCABULARY - In an effort to improve SAT vocabulary for 
our HS students, 39 words were targeted to be Words of the Week for the 2007-2008 school year. Testing 
throughout the year gives us a dipstick measurement of our efforts. On the first test administered in 
September, HS students received raw scores reflecting their prior knowledge about the selected words. 41% 
of students taking the test (24 out of 59) received raw scores of 15 or less out of a possible 39. During a 
recent mid-year administration of a similar test over the same 39 words, we were able to see how effective 
our efforts have been. Only 27% of students taking the test (15 out of 55) received raw scores of 15 or less 
out of a possible 39. This is a significant improvement reflecting success of our efforts. 

PROBLEM SOLVING SOLUTION - 
1. How many different types of teeth are there in the mouth of an adult human (permanent teeth)? 
2. How many teeth does an adult person have? 

Send your response to Mrs. B. at . or call at DSN Phone 535-6108. 

SCHOOL HOME COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS - Volunteer bus monitors are needed to supervise children 
who ride the bus to and/or from school. Think of safety. Sign up to ride the bus. Please contact Y. C.
 at 535-1314. 

CHORUS – Our Spring Concert will be held on Wednesday, May 7 in the Elementary School Gym. All 
interested 3 rd through 5th grade students are still welcome to join the chorus, but no later than next week. 
Contact Mrs. T. if you're interested. 

PTO NEWS - We have a St. Patrick's Day Bingo planned for Monday March 17 at 1800 in the cafeteria. We 
also have a PTO meeting March 18 at 1445 in the cafeteria. Our Book Fair is scheduled for March 25-28th in 
Room 109.  All PTO events are open to all Lajes students, staff and parents, not just PTO members. Collect 
and turn in box tops to your child's teacher for their chance to win a class party. We encourage all parents to 
visit www.boxtops4education.com for a complete list of products. 

TERRA NOVA – The Terra Nova will be administered to all students in grades 3-11 during the week of March 
10.  Please see attached letter from Ms. Diane Ohman. 

Office of the Director, DoDDS­Europe 
Diana J. Ohman, Director 

Parent Newsletter Article for March 2008 

Principals:  Please include the following article in your March parent newsletter. 

PARENTS CAN HELP WITH TERRANOVA TEST PREPARATION 

March is TerraNova testing month and when the test days finally arrive for your child, he/she will answer multiple­ 
choice questions and write out answers as they prove of their problem­solving skills.  The results of these efforts will



show the student’s strengths and weaknesses in five subject areas: Reading, Language Arts, Math, Science and 
Social Studies. 

The TerraNova assessments are intended to sample the many and varied skills represented in selected content 
areas. Educators in each DoDDS­Europe district will look at the exact skills a child is having difficulty mastering. 
Staff, faculty and administration seek to continuously improve the quality of student achievement in the classroom 
and the TerraNova tests assist with that task. 

Although most children don't enjoy taking tests, students perform better when they are well prepared. Here are some 
steps that can help your child: 

• Brainstorm about possible test topics. Encourage your child to review class notes, handouts or textbooks. 
• Take a practice test. Write down questions that could be on the test. Have your child answer each one. 

Set a timer so that the test feels more realistic. 
• Make flash cards. If your child has trouble with certain questions, write them on index cards with the 

answers on the back. 
• Review several times. Study over a few days ­ not all in one night. You might brainstorm the first day, 

take a practice test the second day and review the third. 
• Get enough rest. Since your child won't be staying up late "cramming", he/she can go to bed on time. The 

next morning, they should have a nutritious breakfast. 
• Congratulate your child on how prepared they are! 
• When they come home, let them express feelings about the test. Show support and understanding. 

Such parental preparations and support have paid big dividends over past years. Schools in the United States would 
love to have our scores. They are good. DoDDS­Europe scores have consistently been in the upper 60 to 70 
percentile across the board. Past year results of DoDDS­Europe TerraNova scores as well as other standardized test 
scores can be viewed on the web at http://www.dodea.edu/data/europe.htm. 

DoDDS­E students have made significant gains by increasing the percent of students in the "Above the Standard" 
and "At the Standard" levels since TerraNova was adopted in 1998. We can continue to do so with your help. 

DIANA J. OHMAN 
Director, DoDDS­Europe


