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To develop responsible students who possess the skills, attitudes, knowledge, 

and values to succeed in a changing world 
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Phone: 295 57 6216/ 4151 E-mail: Archie.Bates@eu.dodea.edu 
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AAFES LUNCH MENU FOR Feb 5-Feb 8 and BLUE/GOLD Day Schedule (B=Blue Day, G=Gold Day) 
Monday No School for Students 

G -Tuesday Chicken Quesadilla, Fresh Veggies w/ Dip, Fresh Fruit, Elf Grahams 
B – Wednesday Meatloaf, Sweet Potato Fries, Seasoned Corn, Fruited Gelatin, Dinner Roll 
G - Thursday Beef Ravioli. Green Beans, Banana, Breadsticks. Rice Krispie Treat 
B - Friday Ranch Turkey/CheeseWrap, Baked Chops. Carrots with Dip. Chilled Pears 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Saturday 2   February Cheerleading Clinic (see below) 
Monday 4  February Staff Training Day NO STUDENTS 
Tuesday 5 February Girls‛ Basketball Game Lajes VS Boa Viagem (Angra) at 1830, 

Boys‛ Basketball Game Lajes VS Angra Basket (Angra)) at1945 
Wednesday 6   February Elementary Parents Multi-Age Classes Presentation in the IC at 1730 
Friday 8   February Boys‛ Basketball Game Lajes VS Angra Basket (team 1) at 1900 at Lajes, 

Girls‛ Basketball Game Lajes VS TAC (AWAY in Angra) at 1830 
Saturday 9 Saturday Cheerleading Clinic (see below) 
Tues-Wed 11-13 February NCA CASI Accreditation Review 
Wednesday 13 February NCA CASI Accreditation Outbrief – everyone is invited to the IC @ 
1500 

LAJES SIP (SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT) - Have you ever wondered how we came up with our Mission 
Statement?  Last fall our staff came together to brainstorm attributes of what students need to become 
successful, contributing members of the 21 st Century.  From these ideals, we derived our mission statement: 
To develop responsible students who possess the skills, attitudes, knowledge, and values to succeed in a 
changing world. 

LAJES SIP (SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN)-SIP GOALS - Have you ever wondered how we came up with 
our SIP goals? We reviewed our Terra Nova scores and discovered that over 29% of our students were in the 
lowest quartiles for problem solving, and nearly 24% were in the lowest quartiles for identifying reading 
strategies (including vocabulary). These numbers helped shape the following goals: all students will improve 
their problem-solving skills across the curriculum; all students will improve their reading strategies in all areas 
of the curriculum. As best practice dictates, our goals are data-driven.



ELEMENTARY PARENTS MULTI-AGE CLASSES—Dr. N. H., Mediterranean District Education 
Generalist, will be presenting information regarding multi-age classes.  We have multi-age classes scheduled 
for our elementary students next year. This is a good opportunity to be informed on the concept-- what it is 
and how it works? We encourage you to come join us at 1730 in the Information Center. 

HQ USAFE SCHOOL LIAISON OFFICE ESSAY CONTEST -The HQ USAFE School Liaison Office will 
sponsor an essay contest for middle school students in the weeks following Job Shadow Day.  Students in 
grades 6-8 are invited to write an original essay on "What I Learned on Job Shadow Day and How It Will 
Impact My Future Career." Essay must be typed, double spaced, and at least one page but no more than two 
pages. In two weeks following Job Shadow Day, students will work on the essay in language arts classes. 
Students who wish to submit their essay must do so before 19 Feb 08. Lajes will announce the essay winner on 
22 Feb 08 and forward the essay to the HQ USAFE School Liaison Office to be considered for the USAFE 
grand prize. 

COACHES CORNER - The Lajes boys‛ basketball team put on another great show against Angra Basket on 
January 18.  The Falcons held their opponents scoreless in the first quarter with a 12 nothing run and ended 
the first half 20 to 10.  With seconds left in the game, D. C. hit a 3-point shot winning over the 
cheering crowd and his teammates.  In the end it was impressive defense that helped Lajes defeat Angra 
basket 49-31.  M. J. earned the offensive player of the game with this season‛s first double double 
with 10 points and 10 rebounds.  R. C. finished the game with 11 points and 6 assists, but it was his 9 
rebounds and 3 steals that earned him the defensive player of the game. 

The team won their fourth straight game with a victory over Terceira Basket on January 29.  The Falcons had 
a great start to the game, outscoring their opponents 37 to 20 in the first half.  The entire team continued 
the excitement in the second half eventually defeating Terceira Basket 62 to 42.  M. J. was awarded 
the offensive player of the game with 10 points and 8 rebounds.  R. C. led the team defensively with an 
unprecedented 13 steals making way for his 24 points.  The boys will play their toughest game of the season 
Tuesday, February 5 at 7:45.  You can also cheer them on in their final three games of the season scheduled 
for February 8 and 12, 14.  Hope to see you there! 

CHEERLEADING CLINIC -The Lajes Varsity Cheerleaders are hosting a cheerleading clinic for children in 
grades K-8 on February 2 nd and 9 th from 1500-1800 in the high school gym. This clinic is being held in support 
of the LHS cheerleaders‛ trip to competition in Germany. The cost is $20 per participant, which includes a 
snack on each day and a t-shirt. During the clinic, participants will learn proper motion and jump technique, 
sideline cheers, and a halftime routine (includes a cheer and dance). Participants who attend both sessions 
will be performing at halftime of the Girls‛ Basketball game at Lajes High School on February 12 th . If you 
would like to sign up for the clinic, please contact H. F. at 535-4151, . or 
piscioneh@hotmail.com. 

LAJES SIP (SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN) -The Home-School-Community Interventions Committee is 
planning a total school Drop-Everything-and-Read Moment for Friday, February 22 from 1345 to 1420 as an 
occasion to celebrate the recent 100,000 minutes reached in our Read-A-Thon drive. We would also like to 
ask parents to send in cupcakes or cookies to please everyone‛s sweet tooth and make this a memorable 
activity. 

Middle School students will be participating in a freerice.com activity at the computer labs. Minutes read 
during this session will be tallied up for the next quarter minutes. 

We encourage all students to keep tallying their reading minutes and bringing them in to be counted for the 
next quarter minute million. 

The answer to the last School Home Community Partnerships problem is: Terceira lies on the latitude of 38 º 
40 o and longitude 27º 10º.  Some US cities on this latitude are Baltimore (MD), St Louis (Mo) Sacramento (Cal) 
Richfield (Utah) http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0001796.html.  How far away are we from continental 
USA?  



PTO NEWS – Box Tops Contest Jan 22- May 9. Box Tops Contest starts Jan 22! Please collect and turn in 
box tops to your child's teacher for their chance to win a class party. Elementary classes will compete 
against each other and the MS will compete against the HS. We encourage all parents to visit the website 
www.boxtops4education.com for a complete list of participating products.  Please turn in labels to your 
student‛s teacher. Ms F. will be collecting tops for the middle school.  

• The "Thank you" banner for the troops is now up and ready for you and your student to sign. If you would 
like to donate treats to send to the troops, please bring them to the office and PTO will pick them up, box 
them and send them off. 

• Falcon Recipe Book.  To submit a recipe go to www.fundcraft.com enter web ID# 2558-28WC.  Please 
remember to include students name and grade. If you would like to pre-order your book visit 
LajesPTO@yahoo.com. Books are 10.00 each. 

• We are in need of a Secretary for our board. If you are interested please email LajesPTO@yahoo.com. 

Thank you for your support! 

SCHOLASTIC ANY TIME!! While Scholastic book flyers go home with students every few weeks, our 
Scholastic web page is available any time to browse or shop for books. The books available on-line will match 
the current flyers. To shop Scholastic, go to www.Scholastic.com/parentordering. Our USER NAME is 
LajesAmericanSchool. Our PASSWORD is Falcons. To assist with delivery, please enter you child‛s first name 
and your TEACHER‛S LAST NAME where it requests student name. The website also offers a link to e-mail 
Becky Heerema with your questions or comments. 

Office of the Director, DoDDSEurope 
Diana J. Ohman, Director 

Parent Newsletter Article for February 2008 

Children will pursue many passions in their young lives. Below are some suggestions on being your 
child’s cheerleader. 

♦ Identify skills early on. If your child wants to participate in sports, be realistic about their ability. If your 
child is just within the age requirement, make sure that they are able to physically handle themselves. 

♦ Allow your child to follow his or her own interests. Don't discourage your child if they are more 
interested in playing soccer than practicing the piano. Making their own choices helps them forge their 
identity. 

♦ Don't blame yourself for your child's choices, talents, or failures. Disappointment may stem from your 
own youthful dreams or your sense of personal responsibility. Remember, you are not the direct cause 
of your child's missed goal or failed audition. Encourage your child to try their best and support them. 
Sometimes the only way to do that is by lending a sympathetic ear. Later, offer to help practice the 
skills for that sport or interest. 

♦ Discourage activity hopping. Does your child want to quit the school band or swim team after only a 
few weeks? Set a "wait and see" period before allowing them to give it up. Help your child determine 
why they want to leave the activity. Is it too challenging? Too boring? Too timeconsuming? Maybe 
they don’t click with the other children or the coach. Once you know, you can work to remedy the 
situation  or move on.



♦ Prevent burnout. If basketball practice starts to get in the way of schoolwork, then it may be time for 
your child to scale back or take a break. Ask your child if they are too tired or if the coach is working 
them too hard. Discuss your concerns with the coach, and help your child set priorities. 

♦ Stay positive. Don't be hard on your child if they lose a game or flub a recital performance. They are 
bound to have bad days, no matter how often they practice. Focus on their efforts, not the final 
outcome. 

♦ Set a good example. Good sportsmanship starts with you. If your child spots you kicking and 
screaming on the sidelines, they learn that it's acceptable to do so too. 

♦ Let children be children. Your child needs time to socialize. Unstructured activities with peers give 
them time to recuperate from the pressures of extracurricular activities and school. 

♦ Above all, have fun with your children and enjoy their journey toward selfdiscovery. 

DIANA J. OHMAN 
Director, DoDDSEurope


