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Lajes, Azores 9 May 2008 

Lajes American School Mission Statement 
To develop responsible students who possess the skills, attitudes, knowledge, 

and values to succeed in a changing world 

Principal: Ms. Ginny Briggs Mediterranean District Superintendent: Dr. Archie Bates 
Assistant Principal:  Ms. Mary Waller DSN Phone:  634-8460 
Phone: 295 57 6216/ 4151 E-mail: Archie.Bates@eu.dodea.edu 
DSN 535-4151 
E-mail: Ginny.Briggs@eu.dodea.edu 

Mary.Waller@eu.dodea.edu 

AAFES LUNCH MENU for May 12-16 and BLUE/GOLD Day Schedule (B=Blue Day, G=Gold Day) 

G - Monday  Spaghetti w/ Meat Sauce, Mixed Vegetables, Fruit Cocktail, Garlic Toast, Cookie 
B -Tuesday  Meatball Sub, Garden Salad, Fresh Fruit, Animal Crackers 
G – Wednesday  Popcorn Chicken, Parmesan Pasta, Veggies w/ Dip, Banana Fruit Cup, Cinnamon Toast 
B -Thursday  Meaty Nachos, Veg Refried Beans, Chilled Peaches, Spanish Rice 
G - Friday  Early Dismissal No Lunch 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Saturday 10 May HS Prom 
Monday 12 May AP Biology Examination 
Tuesday 13 May National Honor Society Induction Ceremony at 1830 
Wednesday 14 May School Advisory Committee Meeting at 1500 in school offices 
Wednesday 14 May Spring Elementary/High School Chorus Concert at 1900 
Friday 16 May Early Dismissal at 1115 
Friday 16 May Drama Production at 1900 
Friday 23 May Elementary School Carnival from 1800-2000 
Saturday 24 May ARE YOU SMARTER THAN A FIFTH GRADER at 1400 at CAC 
Monday 26 May Memorial Day – federal holiday – no school 
Thursday 29 May Parent Forum at 0930 in Admin Offices 
Saturday 31 May Senior Breakfast at 0930 (details to be announced) 

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK– The staff at Lajes Elementary High School would like to thank the 
parents, students, and command at Lajes for the many ways they showed their appreciation for the work and 
dedication of our teachers. Although every teacher appreciates the hoopla and gifts, it's the letters and 
kind words from parents and students that mean the most.  The parents, students, and community made this a 
special week and we would like to reaffirm our commitment to our special parent-teacher partnerships. 

DRAMA PRODUCTION - Please join us for our performance of the drama class production of High School 
(non) Musical, on Friday, May 16, at 1900 in the elementary gym. 

SMARTER THAN A FIFTH GRADER - SMARTER THAN A FIFTH GRADER -The fifth graders have been 
invited to participate in a community event that will be a contest matching of what they have learned, against 
a group of adults (Col Briggs, Col Wagner, Lt. Col Ratledge, Maj Pollock and Chief Bland).  Six fifth graders 
and two alternate fifth graders will make up the 5th Grade team.  The contest will take place on May 24, 
2008 at 1400 in the Community Activity Center. The community is invited to this event.



SPONSORS FOR NEW TEACHERS NEEDED – Lajes Elementary High School will have 
several new teachers arriving in Lajes this summer. Most of the returning teachers will be off - island until 
just before school starts and many of the new teachers actually arrive in early August. The school is seeking 
potential volunteers who are willing to sponsor some of the teachers when they arrive. Sponsorship would 
include things like taking them to the various on-base offices for in processing and possibly with help finding 
off-base housing. If you are interested in sponsoring a teacher, please contact Ms. D. at the school by 
June 13. The number is 535-4151. 

TEACHERS NEEDED - Lajes E/H School is seeking certified teachers who are interested in being 
considered for positions for next school year. If you are interested, or if you know someone who is coming 
into the community who is certified and interested, please contact J. F. at DSN 535-4151 or 295- 
57-4151 immediately. 

CLERICAL/TEACHER AIDE APPLICATIONS - Lajes E/H School anticipates clerical and teacher aide 
openings for next school year.  If you have not already submitted an application and are interested in applying, 
please contact J. F. at DSN 535-4151 or 295-57-4151 immediately. 

LAJES SIP (SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN) - Vocabulary Development at www.freerice.com which was 
adhered to school wide is now at 2,392,731 points. These points go to sponsoring free rice to poor people 
around the world. We encourage all students and their families to continue practicing vocabulary for freerice 
and turning in your points. It is for a good cause. 

We also encourage students to keep reading for Read-a-thon points. Bring in you tallies of minutes read. We 
aim at reaching half a million minutes of collective reading before the end of the year. Please support these 
efforts by sending in your son's or daughter's total of minutes read. This simple routine may have lifelong 
impact on your child's future. 

ECO CLUB NEWS - One of the main goals of ECO club is to help students and their parents go to 
interesting, historic, and/or scenic places on the island of Terceira. The IC has a special area where books, 
maps, brochures, and other printed information about Terceira, the Azores, and Portugal are on display. 
Would you like more information about places to take a visitor, or suggestions for what to see on a drive 
around the island? ECO club has some recent pictures of places on Terceira on the walls of the ramp to the 
IC. If you see a picture that interests you, ask in the IC for directions on how to get there. 

PTO NEWS ­ All are invited to the End of the year Carnival May 23 from 1800-2000 in the Elem. gym and 
cafeteria. Fun for the whole family! We are asking for volunteers to man game booths. If you are interested 
please email LajesPTO@yahoo.com. We are asking grades SS, PSCD, K-2 to bring 2 packages of cookies for 
the cookie walk. Grades 3-5 please donate 2 bags of wrapped candy for the candy grab. MS&HS are also 
welcome to donate items. Donations can be dropped off in the office or to your child's teacher. 

We need your vote! PTO nominees for next school year are as follows. We still need a secretary and 
scholastic chairperson. Please email LajesPTO@yahoo.com with your vote. 
President--J. M. 
Vice President--D. B. 
Treasurer-- D. C. 
Volunteer Coordinator---P. R. 
Box tops, Campbell's, Tyson labels Coordinator--C. B. 

APPROPRIATE DRESS AT SCHOOL –With warm weather coming and spring in the air, parents need to look 
carefully at what their children are wearing to school.  Learning is our school's focus and we want nothing to 
take away from that.  Student dress should in no way be distracting to the learning process.  Here is the 
guidance from our school‛s handbook: 

o Lajes Elementary High School is a no hat/no head-covering zone. 
o Straps should be 2–3” wide…no spaghetti straps.



o Skirts/skorts and shorts should be no shorter than 5” above the knee. 
o Clothing and/or outfits that are revealing are not acceptable. 
o No undergarments may be exposed. 
o Images/messages/slogans on clothing must be appropriate.  (No drug, alcohol, tobacco, sexual, 

offensive slogans, violence, demeaning racial/ethnic/religious messages, or profanity will be 
tolerated.) 

Office of the Director, DoDDS­Europe 
Diana J. Ohman, Director 

Parent Newsletter Article for May 2008 

MANAGING YOUR CHILD'S INTERNET USAGE 

Young people have fully embraced the Internet as both an environment and a tool for socializing.  Via the Internet 
and other technologies, they send email, create their own websites, post intimate personal news in blogs, send text 
messages and images via cell phones, contact each other through IM’s, chat in chat rooms, post to discussion 
boards, and seek out new friends in teen sites. 

Unfortunately, there are increasing reports of children using these technologies to post damaging text or images to 
bully their peers or engage in other aggressive behavior.  There are also increasing reports of teens posting material 
that raises concerns that they are considering an act of violence toward others or themselves. 

I encourage you to make it your business to know what your child is doing online and who their online friends are.  As 
parents you have an obligation to ensure that your children are engaged in safe behavior.  To stay involved….. 

*  Keep the computer in a public place in the house.  Periodically check on what your child is doing.  Discuss 
with your child, the kinds of Internet activities they enjoy. 

*  Be up front with your child that you will periodically investigate the files on the computer, the browser 
history files, and your child’s public online activities. 

*  Search your child’s name online, look at his or her profiles and postings on teen community sites, and 
review web pages or blogs. 

*  Tell your child that you may review his or her private communications activities if you have reason to 
believe you will find unsafe or irresponsible behavior. 

*  Watch our for secretive behavior as you approach the computer such as rapidly switching screens, and for 
attempts to hide online behavior, such as an empty history file. 

*  You can install keystroke­monitoring software that will record all online activities.  The use of such software 
can raise trust concerns.  If you install the software, tell your child it has been installed and what actions on his or her 
part could lead to your investigation. 

Online activities are here to stay – it is important to keep alert and stay aware of your child’s online behavior. 

DIANA J. OHMAN 
Director, DoDDS­Europe


